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The purpose of this article has been to increase the restorative dentist's appreciation for the
rationale justifying preprosthodontic orthodontic treatment. It has not been intended to identify all
the specific indications for the use of orthodontic treatment to enhance prosthodontic treatment nor
has it been intended as a reference to assist the restorative dentist in placing and using orthodontic
appliances. Figure 12 illustrates a typical case in which the combination of orthodontic and
prosthodontic treatment resulted in a more favorable outcome than prosthodontic treatment alone.
When planning prosthodontic treatment, the dentist should embrace a dynamic view of tooth
position and determine whether restorative treatment can be enhanced by tooth movement.
Improved tooth position can eliminate potentially pathologic occlusion and create a healthier
periodontal environment that is easier to maintain. In addition, it permits the dentist to place
restorations that often require less natural tooth reduction during preparation, and that are more
esthetic, functional, stable, and durable. Orthodontic treatment that accomplishes these benefits
may be limited to a partial fixed appliance localized to one segment of an arch or require a more
extensive fixed appliance. Much of this treatment can be accomplished by the interested restorative
dentist. Addressing more comprehensive orthodontic problems in patients requiring prosthodontic
care is best managed through a restorative dentist and orthodontist team approach to treatment.


